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and the other by St. Paul. St. Peter's denunciation
of Ananias and Sapphirawas followed by their instan-
taneous deaths; St. Paul's denunciation of Elymas,
, by his immediate blindness. These instances, more-
over, suggest that our Lord's earthly ministry might
probably be conducted on different laws from those
which belonged to His risen power, when the Spirit
had descended, and light was spread abroad; ac-
cording to the text in which blasphemy against the
Son of man and blasphemy against the Spirit are
contrasted. Hence St. Paul calls Elymas, who was
"seeking to turn a^vay the deputy from the faith," an -
" enemy of all righteousness/1 and a "perverter of the
right ways of the Lord;" and St. Peter still more
expressly accuses Ananias and his wife of "lying
against the Holy Ghost," and " tempting the Spirit of
the Lord." It is obvious also to refer to St. Paul's
imprecation on Alexander the copper-smith, that the
Lord would reward him according to his works. Here
St. Paul, who had the gift of inspiration, speaks of
Alexander personally ; but the Bishops of the Church
did not venture so much as this; they did but con-
template her enemies in their opposition, as heretics
or rebels, and dealt with them accordingly, without
any direct reference to their real and absolute state
in the sight of God.